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2015 Fort Ward Park and 
Museum Area Management Plan 

Planning and Implementation Goals for Park Enhancements

• Protect cultural resource areas 

• Protect natural resources  

• Limit ground disturbance

• Meet ADA requirements

• Coordinate and collaborate with archaeology during all 
project phases

• Community engagement 
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Fort Ward Park Accessibility 
Improvements

• Management Plan Strategy 1.3.2: Enhance's Park 
accessibility and meet ADA requirements

• Comply with American with Disabilities Act (ADA) 
mandates and 2010 ADA Standards for Accessible Design 

• Resolve complaints received by the Office of Human 
Rights

• Prioritize park facilities that do not meet requirements:
-Vehicular parking areas
-Picnic shelter
-Playground
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January 22 Community 
Meeting Feedback

• Concerns about burials and impacts to cultural resources
• What options have been looked at previously?
• Have other areas of the park have been considered? 
• What are other planned/future projects at Fort Ward?
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Site Assessment Criteria
• Cultural Resources—Civil War 
• Cultural Resources—African American Fort 

Community
• Natural Resources
• Existing Topography
• Existing Stormwater/Drainage
• Accessible Route
• Accessible Parking
• Grading 
• Constructability
• Playground considerations
• Other amenities/uses
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Site Assessment Criteria
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Five Options for Consideration
• Site A:  Retain playground in current location and provide 

accessible pathway
• Site B:  Relocate playground to top of hill
• Site C:  Relocate playground to area west of the picnic                

shelter
• Site D:  Relocate playground to area south of the   

amphitheater 
• Site E:  Relocate playground south of picnic area 5
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Site A: Retain Playground in Current 
Location and Provide Accessible Route 
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Site B: Relocate Playground to Top of Hill
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Site C: Relocate Playground to 
Area West of the Picnic Shelter
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Site D: Relocate Playground to Area 
South of the Amphitheatre
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Site E: Relocate Playground to Area
South of Picnic Area 5
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Community Engagement
• January 22: Community Meeting Fort Ward Projects 

(virtual)

• May 21: Playground Community Meeting Site Walk

• June 22:  Playground Community Meeting (virtual)

• October/November:  Community Meeting Fort Ward 
Projects

• December/January:  Begin Design Phase
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Thank you!

Questions and Discussion

Department of Recreation, Parks and Cultural Activities
Division of Park Planning and Capital Projects

Project Manager:  Judy Lo

judy.lo@alexandriava.gov

https://www.alexandriava.gov/parks/fort-ward-park-and-museum-area-
management-plan
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